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the same quantity of air; and of course the more the
amount of vapour increases, the less dense does the
mixture become. When, therefore, a large amount of
vapour is given off into the air over any part of the
earth's surface, the result is to cause the air to ascend
in that region and allow air with less vapour to flow
in from all sides. If this action goes on very rapidly
it gives rise to storms.

SEASONAL on PERIODIC WINDS.

1. The larger masses of land in the northern hemi-
sphere interfere a good deal with that regular distribu-
tion which, as shown by the southern hemisphere, a
broad unbroken expanse of ocean favours. In January,
for instance, the high and cold tablelands of Central
Asia become the centre of a vast area over which the
pressure of the air is high. Consequently from that
elevated region the wind issues on all sides. In China
and Japan it appears as a north-west wind. In
Hindostan it comes from the north-east In the
Mediterranean it blows from the east and south-east.
But in July matters are reversed, for then the centre
of Asia, heated by the hot summer sun, becomes part
of a vast region of low-pressure, which includes the
north-eastern half of Africa and the east of Europe.
Into that enormous basin the air pours from every
side. Along the coasts of Siberia and Scandinavia it
comes from the north. From China, round the south
of the continent to the Eed Sea, it comes from the
Indian Ocean, that is, from south-east, south, or